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COASTAL AREA RUNAWAY STUDY - 1977

INTRODUCT ION

The runaway problem in our juvenile population had reached crisis propor-
tions by the early 1970's when it became a focus of national attention.

According to statistics in the Uniform Crime Reports for the United Stafes,

1976, runaway arrests increased 23.4% between 1967 and 1976, although the
increase between 1972 and 1976 was only 1.7% and a decrease of 8.8% was
recorded between 1975 and 1976. Hopefully, the national figures for 1977 will
confirm the beginning of a downward trend. UCR figures on runaway arrests in
South Carolina indicated a dramatic decline between 1975 and 1977. Police
arrested 1,737 runaways in 1975, 1,259 in 1976, and 888 in 1977, a decrease of
48.9% during the two year period.

The recent UCR statistics may seem to provide a basis for optimism that
the runaway problem is diminishing. However, it is difficult to generalize
from arrest data to the overall incidence of runaway behavior among American
youth. Arrests terminate only a fraction of runaway episodes. Police also
handle runaways informally, parents occasionally locate children themselves,
and many runaway cases are resolved when youths come home through their own
initiative.

Figure 1 depicts the alternative patterns which can develop when a child

runs. The key variables are "reported" versus "unreported" and "intervention"
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Figure 1

TRACKING THE RUNAWAY
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